PART  PLAYED   IN   HISTORY   BY  ECONOMICS
when they invaded the Roman Empire, were semi-
nomads ; they were hunters and cattle-breeders rather
than peasants, and, above all, they were warriors. All
these nations, as well as later conquerors, became the
ruling class in the conquered countries. They were a
class of the great landed proprietors, while the native
population cultivated the soil for them. They levied
taxes on the towns, the merchants and the people, but
they took upon themselves the defence of the country
and of its unwarlike inhabitants.
Although, owing to the fact that men are of unequal
strength and abilities, an aristocracy made its appearance
everywhere " as cream rises in the milk ", yet in the
great majority of cases a conquering foreign race formed
die nobility of the land, while the indigenous nobles
either were destroyed or sank to a lower social level,
or, at least in part, merged with the new rulers. This
happened in India, in the Persian Empire, in many of
the Greek and Macedonian states and in the Roman
Empire. The Germans became the ruling class in the
feudal kingdoms which arose from the ruins of this
Empire,1 and so did the Normans in England, the
English in Ireland, the Germans in the Slav and Baltic
countries, the Turks in the Balkans, the Spaniards in
South America. As a rule, though not always, the two
races coalesced, in course of time, into one nation with
a common language. This, however, does not alter the
1 When the Lombards conquered and occupied a large part of Italy,
they killed the Roman nobles and appropriated their estates. The lesser
Romans became " Lites ", that is, half-free men. Yet even within the
same race warlike ability was decisive to such a degree that those of the
conquering Germans who, having settled down on Roman ground, became
peaceful peasants, soon lost their caste and were made serfs. Cf. Hans
Delbruck, Geschichte der Kriegskunst* vol. iii., " Das Mittelalter ", pp. 33
and 44.
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